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PREFACE. 

<7*'0 know and mm our Friends, is 
•* not more ixfedient in private lifey 
than promotive of any public interefi, 
for which we are concerned; efpecially, 
fince mankind are, and will be, fo much 
ruled by the authority of Great Names, 
And it is certainly imprudent, to fay 
no worfe, in fame fincere Advocates for 
thrijiianity, to rejeS the friendly advict 
and affiance of fo majterly a Writer 
as the late Zrfjrt/ ShaftJbury, and to give 
Him up to the Deijls, as a patron of 
infidelity. In many Others, who have 
alfo given the fame unfair and invidious 
reprefentation of his Lordjhip, this con- 
duB is by no means impolitic and ill- 
judged: fince they have had other views 
than that of promoting true chrifiianity, 
•which are jufily expyed by his Lirdfhip 
with a peculiar Elegance of raillery and 
firength of Reafoning : Hence the anti- 
pathy and prejudice, which they have 
conceived, and foindujirioujly propagated 
againU 
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againfi his free writings. But what' 
ever may be expeBed from the mifaf- 
frehenfion of the ignorant^ and the etSer' 
Viatchful jealoujy of Thpfe, who find H. 
their interefi to etKotirage the fuperfii- 
tious and fianiifh principles of the Vul- 
gar : there yet arefome hearty and judi' 
cious ffellmijhers to our holy Religimt 
loho, the Author hopes., will not be of- 
fended with an attempt to illufirate fe- 
ver al important points of his Lord/hip's 
fhilofophyi and fairly to reprefent His 
fetuiments concerning natural and re- 
vealed religion, in the folkming Ani- 
madverfions on Mr. Brown's Eflays : 
which will fully anfwerhis intention, if 
they induce his Readers, either to give 
the CharaSerifticks a fair, impartial, 
and intire perufal, or to forbear their 
cenfures of the Noble Author. 
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Animadverfions 

UPON 

Mr. Brown's 
THREE ESSAYS, &'r. 



Animadversions »^ ESSAY I. 
Ott RIDICULE. 

Sect. I. Tk jTR* Brown, having in his in- 
l\/l troduftion raifed our hopes 
^ ' -^ of his impartiality and can- 
dour, by inculcating die ' generous fpirit of free- 

• dom, which fliines throughout the Charafter- 

• ifticks}' proceeds to obferve in his 6th page, 

• That his Author, not content with eftahlifli- 

• ing the free, chearful exercife of reafon in 

• treating the fubjefts of Religion and Morals, 

• revolts from his principles ; and attempts to 
' eiUblifli the left of ridicule, as a furer me- 

• thod of convidioQ.* Hereby he intimates, 
diat his Author fets the tefl of ridicule in oppo- 
fition to that of reafon, in order to fuperfede 
the latter. How jufl his Criticifm is, will ap- 
pear from the following paflages in V. i. p.. 69, 
77. " We fliall grow better reafoners by rcar- 
f? foning pleafandy and at our eafe. "Tis 
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" the habit alone of reafoning, that can make a 
" reafoncr. And men can never be better in- 
" vited to the habit, than when they find plea- 
" fureiaitj ufioy ^^ frs^Qtii af railtery> # Ift^rty 
" in- decent language to queilidal every, thing, 
•• and an allowance of unravelling or refiiting 
** any argument." ' Which 5s a full definition 
of that wit and iiiunpur, . which tl^?tiobIe Au- 
thor recommends,' and fticwe him to -have a 
fuSci^ntly precife^9i)4 .4eterp:^iupe Meaning 
■ See pi 7 and 9. . .''■ .' .-. , ;f .^ ■ .. . ; 

-^ ' 3ect.II. In this feflion our Critic remarks 
upon his Anthcd^sjihhorrenceqi; pedantry; but 
the pedantry he abhors, is not the reafoning • 
clearly and dtftifi<^y- iipon a iubjedt ; but the 
authofitfltiye air and bigtjtr^ of.thof^- who lovc 
to reign and be diftatprs m 4 poy»t^of cbntro- 
yerfy» and a blind and ftiff adbertnce to re- 
ceived c^iniona : and it ip in opppiitiQp to tbb 
decifivc ^d peremptory dogmaticalneA, ana 
not to i>rii3: reafoning, that he e^prcfely Fcconv 
iflcnds the more iree, polite and chearful mcr 
thod qf wit and hprapur i wliich our Critic 
himf«lf, in confirpiation of his Author's fentv 
^jpent. prefers to the morofe snd fyrly fpirit of 
Vigptry. (p- 5-) And this tneihod is of ijfein 
diJgracJng known faiiehood j in detcdinif f»lfc- 
hopd, and kftly of coivfc io invefti^ting ua- 
known trnth: (p. 6) For tp fee Erro;- expofed 
is one.Step to true Wifdopy 

In p. p. Our Critic eeofurcs hU Author for 

indulging a loofe and random wit; but I rather 

■ incline 



ipcline to the opinion, he delivers irt p. it; 
where he well obfetves, that none ever knew 
the value oforder and proportion better thanLord 
Sbaftjbury^ and that confufion can only tend to 
di^acc truth and difguiie falfehood. 

. Sect. III. . In this fefUon he thinks he hn 
.thoroughly explained his fubjcSi but to ufe hi^ 
own alTufion, pi 41. while he attempts to give 
us a full view of a Ipacious DomCj he feema to 
have thrown many of the, exterior parts of the 
edifice into the center. ..For fo exuberant is his 
fwcy^ thathlslearnedobfervations areforthemoft 
part quite foreign to his fqbje£ti and fuch is his 
£ood-nftture and inofieniivenersj that the reftmajr 
be admitted without prejudice to his Author. 

It is obfervaiile, that our Critic, having given 
flittely arbitrary definitions of eloquence and ar- 
gument in p. 29; * the former, fays he, offer- 

* ing apparent truth to the imagination, and the 
' latter real truth to the underftanding : ' infers 

^irom hence^ * That to inftruflioii or inquiry 
.* every ifwc^s of eloquence 'muft for cvct be ah 

* cnenay.' But kip. 37, he fays, *Thatfpecies 
' ^ eloquence is the nobleft, which tends to 
.f condmS us to the fame point with reafon,* 
that is, to Truth. 'Tis clear, that eloquence 
.may be employed in the fervice or diflervice of 
truthj which is alfp true of raillery and fcepti- 
cifm. For as, h^ Lordihip obferves, " if it be 

," contrasy to good breeding, it will in this re- 

»* fpe(S be contrary to liberty," and by corife- 

quencc 
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quencc prejudicisl to truth ; and. There is no- 
diing fo foolifli and deluding as " a partial fcep- 
•* ticifm." " But if it be under prudent ma- 
** nagement. Religion will never be endangered 
" by it:" or to ufe the Critic's own words in 
p. 47, * it will be that fpecies of ridicule which 

* condufts us to the fame point with reafon.' 
Altho* indeed, a little before, he declares it to 
be ever an enemy to fpeculative inftnu^on or 
inquiry. 

Sect. V. He elaborately fhcws, how igno- 
rant and inconfiftent mankind often are in the 
u(e and application of ridicule, in order to make 
out his Conclufion, * that the rcafoning faculty 

* and not ridicule is the teft of truth;' which 
ftrongly concludes in favour of his Author. 
For his Lordfliip cautions " againft an extream 
*' In ridicule, and recommends the way of wit 
" and humour by this argument, that reafon 
*' may have its, proof and be diftinguilhed." 

Sect. VI. Our Critic here penfures his Au- 
thor's, as he calls it, ambiguous aflertion, " That 
" nothing is ridiculous except what is de- 
" formed;" and yet confirms his meaning in it 
by juftly obferving in p. ^^^ 6, 7. * That what 

* adually appears ridiculous, firft appears de- 
' formed; and that real bravery, and generofity, 

* if they are not difguifed but retain their na- 

* tive appearance, cannot be turned into ridi- 

* culc: and that the virtues are admired, unlcfe 
' by mifreprefentation they be made to flart up 
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• in the forms of ideotSj hags, and monfters.' 
In which cafe it is plain, that thefe fiUy appear- 
ances, and not the real form of virtue, are ridi- 
culous. To fay that virtue may be made ridi- 
culous, becaufe it may be mifreprefented, is like 
laying that the wifefl propofition is falfe, be- 
cause it may be mifconicrued. 

To fliew the invincible power of truth, where 
learning and freedom prevail, the noble Author, 
inHaLnces in. Socrates i whofe doftrine fupported 
itfelf againft the wit of Arijlofhanes : our Critic 
wonders, expatiates boldly, and concludes his 
jemarks with an air of triumph, boafting to 
have iilenced his Author's admirers ] which he 
really has done, for how Ihouid they make a j 
jeply, when they find no objedlion ? For indeed, / 
Mr. Brown/ you have not even contradiiied 
your Author. Whatever mifchief the blalphe- 
mous Comedian might do to the perfon of So- 
crafes, he gave no let to the progrefs of his di- 
.Tine phjlofophy. This is a Truth evident from 
.fiift, which you have not once denied -, and is 
all that your Author affirms in the paflage, you 
ccnfure as encouraging ' dilhoneft ridicule' in 
p. 63. 

Sect. VII. He objefts againft his Author's 
remark, viz. Truth may bear all lights, That 
it cannot bear a felfe one. Docs his Lordlhip 
fay, it can ? Is there no variety of true lights, 
no diifcrent .ways of reprefenting things truly ? 
Or does He propofe a falfe medium in that of 



ridicule? Let his definition anfvrer. " Ridi- 
" culc is that method of proof, by which we 
" difcem whatever is liable to juji raillery on 
*' any fubiedt." V. i. p. 6i. This fenfe of the 
word his Lordfhip always adheres to ; and not 
one inftance has been produced by Mr. Brow*ty 
who charges his Author with confiifion and am- 
biguous language ; nor can one be produced, in 
which he defigns it to convey any other mean- 
ing. And in recommending the ufe of this ri- 
dicule, which implies " juftnefs of thought j " 
how can his Lordlhip be fuppofed to exclude 
reafon and to recommend an half-inquiry, than 
which, he obferves, there is nothing more fool- 
iih and deluding. And what fenfe is there in 
that capital objeiftion of Mr. Browns, viz. That 
his LordJhip makes ridicule (which is conducted 
with juftnefs of thought) the tell of what is 
rational, inftead of making reafon the teft of 
what is- ridiculous ? 

All the remaining objeflions, which our Cri- 
tic advances in this (edtion, depend upon fuppo- 
fing his Author to maintain the following no- 
tions ; 'u/'z. That a man may have juftnefs of 
thought, and be miftaken at once in the fame 
thing; p. 65. that thfc ufe of ridicule is incon- 
fiftient with that of reafon, that the way of gra- 
vity may. be falfe and be abufed to ill purpofes, 
but ridicule cannot; p. 67, 8. that impoftui« 
nt)t only generally but conftantly affumes an air 
of gravity, bat never that of buffoonery and 
'■Ifc humour; p, 69. that thcridicule he meims ' 
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to recommend. Is inconfiftent with chearfulnefs 
and good-humour, and in fhort an embroiler y 
and incendiary, p. 70. and, laftly, that abufed 
ridicule is one of the leaft powerful engines, by 
which Error can be maintained and eftablifhed ; 
p. 74. But his Author has delivered perfedtly 
the reverfe of all thefe abfurdities : which are 
only ' the ideots, hags, and monfters, that have 
• odly ftarted up' in the imagination of our 
Critic, and aflumed the name of Loid SbaflJ- 
iuty's fentiments j and no wonder, if he cannot 
touch his Author, while he thus purfues a lying 
Phantom. 

In^at cut Tumus.. Seep. 10. 

Sect. VIII. Our Critic in p. 76, calls upon 
his Lordfhip's followers to get him off as they 
can : but I fee no difficulty in the pailages he 
quotes, and I am furc he points out none. He 
indeed qucftions, whether his Lordfhip waS a 
believer and. a proteftant j and that without aC- 
figning the lean: rcafon of fais fufpicion. 

(Where is now your profefled candour and 
impartiality, Mr. Bre-wn ! 

Naturam expellas furca, tamen ufque recurret.) 

Then having given us a conjeflure or two of 

his Lordfhip's, he breaks out into a vehement 

exclamation, and calmly concludes with annex- 

, ing in Iblemn phrafe the {am^on of his own 

B2 , c:ouyjp<is- 
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judgment and authority to thofe very fentiments, 
which we find in the paflages, he quotes and 
cenfures. For he obferves with his Lordfliip, 

* That Chriftianity had more to fear from the 
' contemptuous miCreprefentations than the bit- 

* tereft rage of its enemies, &c' p. 80. 

I am forry that our Critic feems not to un- 
derftand his Author's defign in thefe paflages j 
which was to recommend the way of ridicule, 
the chearful and facetious exgrcife of reafon, as 
a prefervative from the gloom of fupcrftition and 
the extravagances of enthufiafm : which natu- 
rally leads him to this ohfervation. That r^llery 
is the fevereft teft of any doftrinc. 

Sect. IX, Our Critic, as we have feen, re- 
prefents his Author as contending for a certain 
U'rational ridicule : and in this fe(^ion he declares 
his confent with that fuppofed opinion of his 
Lordihip, viz. that all raillery excludes reafon- 
ing i and forcibly preflcth Jrifiotle into his fer- 
vice (by what I am forry to mention, confider- 
ing the true pains he has taken, in this fingle 
point, to difplay his grammatical fkill and fami- 
liarity with that Philofopher's ftile and fenti- 
ipent J ) by a miftaken tranflation either of" 
rTTfluJii or yiXwf, in the following Paflage -■ 

^—— 6ii Ty[v [isif irtrovofiv aia(p9uptiu tw¥ tvai/jmv 

His Tranflation is, you ought to confound 

'-,oo;your 
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your adverfary's ferlous argument by raillery, . 
and his raillery by ferlous argument. 

Pray, Mr. Brown ! why ought not ytXug to 
be rendered humorous argument, as well as 
trvauSri ferious argument ? Have not thofe wocds» 
in their ftrift fignification, an equal claim and 
right to include argument ? Why then are you 
fo arbitrary and partial in favour of itttouJi)? 
Why truly to fhew that Arifiotk thought, more 
than he has cxpreffcd, that reafon can be grave, 
but never humorous. 

His Lordfliip's conftruflion of the words into 
gravity and humour, is accurately juft: and if ' 
humour is of ufe in eloquence, in general, it is 
fo in * that Ipccies of eloquence, which con- 
* dufts to the fame point with reafon,* that is, to 
truth : and by confcqucnce it is of ufe in fpecu- 
lative inquiries after truth. It is with propriety 
then, that his Lprdfhip improves this particular 
precept of the Great Critic upon Eloquence, 
into diat general rule for helping our fpecula- 
tions, which is contained in this maxim : Hu- 
mour is tlie only teft of gravityj and gravity, 
of humour. * Ufe the grave method of reafoh- 

ing. 



• Mr. Srown, it Cecmt, cannot be reconciled to this 
compendious manner of expreffion, which is common in 
aphorifms or proverbial maxims. 1 Ihall therefore obferve 
by way of illuAratlon, that the different ways of reafoning, 
V/K. gravity and humour, like the algebraical and geome- 
trical ways of demonftrating a. proportion, may withAri£l; 
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ing, as a Osft of the humorous, becaufe a jeft 
that will not bear a fcriou& examination, is. cer- 
tainly falfe wit. And try the grave way, by the 
humorous ; becaufe a ferious argument, that is 
liable to juH raillery, is falfe. But be honefl 
and ileady to the caufe of tfuth ; and keep that 
in your aim conilantly in the ufc of both me- 
thods. Beware of finking into a too deep 
thoughtfuln^, in which the mind is apt to lote 
itfelf } and check that natural propenfity towards 
veneration and aftonifhment, which, with its 
ufual concomitant, implicit fubmiilion to autho- 
rity, often reftrains men from a rational inquiry, 
and lays them under the chains of ignoruice 
and fiavilh zeal. 

On the other hand, be cautious of a iilly af- 
jfe^ation and immoderate love of wit ; and fui^ 
fer not yourfelf to be diverted from your prin- 
cipal aim by any pleafant images and hidicroua 
fcenes of fancy, that may b^ipen to preient 
themlelves. 

By thefe and other precepts of equal impor-' 
tance, the noble Author teaches us to chaftifc 
our paflions, even thofe, which natiually whet 
our appetite for knowledge ; and with caution 
to indulge one paffion, as that of humour, when 



propriety be termed the mutual teft of each Ml«r. For if 

both be true, they mutually confirm each other j if only 

one be true, it will refute the other; and if both be fallo 

'" confident, they will probably by their clafhing,,^^!^ 

-ifee fire, and caft light upon a fubjcft. '- 
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wc are in danger of exceeding in a contrary one, 
w grave admiration or myiieriaus enthufiafm : 
that fo they may be all fublervient to the im- 
provement of our minds ; and while they ftt- 
malate our reafon, may yet by a due counter- 
poife preferve it free and eafy in its exercifes. 

• But his Lordfliip has not only taught us by 
his [»«ceptE, how to apply humour to the iearcb 
of truth. But what is by much the moft agree- 
able tod improving way of inAruiftlon, he has 
ftvoured us in his EiTay with a Ipecimen of that' 
humorous kind of writing, which he means to 
recommend. And whoever reads it in an accu- 
rate and ftudious manner, will not find his hu- 
mour to be, (as Mr. Brown rcprefente it) a light, 
trifling, and fupetficial wit ; wjiich diverts itfclf 
with unmeaning jokes and ambiguous innu- 
cndos : but will be pleafed to fee, how chafte 
it is, how happily tempered with gravity in 
tceating the moft important fubjefts, and how \ 
fiiccefsfully it is employed in defence of liberty, , 
honefty, and religion. 
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Animadversions upon Mr. Brown*/ 
Three Essays on /-S^ Characte- 

RISTICKS. 



Animadversions upn ESSAY II. 

On the obligations of man to virtue, and the ne- 
cejjUy of religious principles. 

Sect. II. /^UR Critic juftly obferves, that 
V.^^ the noble Author's definition of 
virtue conveys the fame idea, that tiie word it- 
fclf generally does; which, is an argument of 
the propriety of the definition, efpecially if his 
Lprdfhlp has before explained .its terms. But 
the term, moral objcSls of right and wrong, he 
has before explained ; and means by it, all thole 
qualities, which come under the cognifance and 
cenftire of that faculty in the mind of man, 
which is called confcience, or moral tafte, or 
moral fenfe. Whoever has this faculty, cannot 
but underftand the term ; and he, that has it 
not, can never be made to underftand it by all 
the definitions in the world. And his Lordlhip 
has alfo, with equal accuracy and judgment, 
prepared his attentive reader for the ufe of the 
other terms in his definition, viz. a jufl dif- 
^fition or pr^rtionable affeSJion of a rational 
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emtiBe'iffnanls'cbaife'itdiJBds. ' TbedifpoiiiiotV 
«nii£bAiootobiards aay-mualis^e^ is plafai^ 
A^^jiift in Idiicl,^ .^enic is that' of lore of 
iiwk-fidn/ wfaidi Jtbc^r ju(tiy -dqid^e } and pny^ 
pofctki^iAk-ia di^tw, wittD tHacilbve Ctf aver- 
£M:bB-:its dBe;ci2infe''0f ififliiedce} fbrtiiying 
ri«T»gimt *giaft:aU i^AcuItiee and temptations, 
iodiii&idinu^ hem' to do nothing' inconfi{bnc 
«Htj[i«batdiAMfition, which is diie to other mo> 
ral objcds of higher moment* 

d'M otrcaadid moder should imagine any dif' 
iioblep orifttricacy in the laft chask of our ex-' 
ptkstdt^ j he wSkfiad It entiicly cleared up, by 
ftodtttcttin perd&lcif iwhot ImsA Sbaftflmry of- 
Aaxi bf^! w^ -of iwdiminary to his definitiom 
Heam^ perfaapi gf hinielf &e» that there may 
fc Jte j fc ii Bt happen ft ctjowetitien not only be- 
emoctbc plain inftances of -virtue and vice ) hue 
alfii-tieiwixt die- pacticular inftance^ of duty or 
i^itiiiilj'diat m^- invite the agent to dtiFerent 
adioas- at die iame time. Thus, to ufe Mr. 
A>(KM^wftance in p. 134. a parent may b? 
moved or tempced by a ^nfe aS the duty he 
MMs his child, to one courle of action j and at 
tfae^iune dme, by a lenfe of the duty he owes 
tJK paUic, to a drif&'ent courfe. In which 
ca&t tlie cci^entious parent will inquire, In 
wliich«f theie duties the fvepollency of obli- 
gation lies i and finding it to lie in the regard he 
owes his country, he will be determined by 
difsjiiOtiTe; convinced that upon a comparifon 
pfDcnBtldutyin this inflance is not binding, and 
C that 
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that his natural* teaderneis wobld have been.'JBV' 
moderate and -csiminaU i£-it t^ >mdu(»d.fain» 
ta violate the faigbcriohligatioaof a public ijai- 
ck. This,: I bapc> isiuHieJ^ to ifacw £be&U 
meaning and'jndlciouihc^s.of hi&Lordlhip'side-t 
&utioni w^cbisatonoeatDDftcomprehehfrRci 
and exa£t oitGi.and afibcdd as a juA^crttcrsib 
or teflj by. wbich to deCiraime the merit. o£ 
aftions, i;«2:. . Whetiter thqr flowifrom. aijiift 
difpofition, &c. Sec p. 117;.; : . -'. ; 'o U- 

I beg leave to bbferVe,. tbat;tb difcowrt vAik 
perfea precifiod aid certainty, the, merit qo!dc- 
merit, and the <iegree of ;eac^'in the ai^ns^ctf 
men, is difficult, if not.ui^]ioCQble,-&c«s:'4»- 
caufe we;Can fetdom* if ever^ Tee ail- dia itaL 
^rjngs or motives of asking; the iexad. mei- 
HiEt of reafon and knowledge th^ haviii.l^ 
peculiar rolations and obligations, which eactt 
man finds in Iiisown fphere-pf life, 3ad:thaQy 
other circumltances. ' But if any fedt be.&ir^r 
reprefented to the mind of manj. with all the cit- 
eumilfuices that any way a^&, the motal oa^ 
ture of it, he would then by the power of ccok 
fcience, form a jult and exftft . determib^iaii 
concerning the merit of tlic £iA; his confciencfc; 
would naturally incline hith to. ufe the me^od, 
which his Lordftitp has pointed but in hia dcfi-. 
nicion; and to inquire,- whether or. no the ac- 
tion iiowed from a Jufl diipofition, &c. : . . . 

Sect. HI. Mr. Brown's fuppofed && of a 
man's talking designedly to a poil, or to aauo: 

,.,nz.:„Cooglcin 
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iflttnunknowntonguft) doe? lict 'properly com^ 
nndec the cognifiuice of confclence ; but undtf 
that (^ i^fon, which [H-onouaces k tnadnefs. 

'-• In 'hi6'i2J9 p; and elfcwhere. He reprefentrf 
Loud SSniffJhtry as maintaining an original, in- 
dependent moral beauty of w3ion, without tak- 
h^ 'into oon&leration- die tendencies, ende and 
COB&quettces of action. Surely he has never' 
read the iirft book of the Inquiry, in which- 
his LOTdihip has ihewn, thatJitJ^e moral cl^-^ 
mBoa of adions depends upon th^ eemper and- 
afiedicHis, whence they proceed : which plai^-' 
I]ir implies a regard -to the intended or probable- 
oQUfeqaences of fuch .anions. When nis Lor4i > 
ifai|t> -.inuaediatety. after making mention t( ^^ 
Ihlbn, law-, cuAomiand neligion, aflerts the in-i 
de pendcnt -natog^ worth and. virti^ how caiff ^ 
\i be in^ined diat.bea&rts the tnotisd quali^i 
of iadions to be independent i^nlitheir ends ai^: 
odn^equences? .. 

Mr. Brouw has'^rown an ambiguity into the ' 
qodtioD concerning the quality of a(^on8, for 
want oi making a neceffiuy dminftion betwixt 
a-fdul(^phical and a political inquiry on this 
fubjeA; the reiult«f whidb may he fometimes 
quite rontrary. A politician will determine an 
aftion to be right or wrong according to the 
good or bad itinaaice, he thinks^ it has^ upon 
the, public: but the philofopher, whofe bufinefs 
it is to afcertain the merit of the agent in that 
a£tion> will conlider the prabable views and in- 
C 2 tentionSr 
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toBtionSj knowledge and tempir of tUeigmt? 
and may therefore pafs a ^i^crent ju d gtocnbirf 
it. . And while he eftabtiflaes -* The prlod^fr 
' (as he calls it) of unlverfal happineis as the 
V kft CrkeriMi or tcft, tb which the mtral 
'. beauty, truth, or roditude- o£ ourrfbakwirirf 
Mo be referred :' it would bcotuae bimto-ccR^ 
do-,, how jnuch divided mahkiod'aro ia thfar 
opinbuG concerning the-: means of pron^abtig 
ijnivcrfal happinefe» aiid ewen'o^ what wrniori- 
tals call, the pjiUic good; and. that'^hotidth*: 
Oanding his * dnerimiforraicin^mAanocaf fslbi- 
'.lie happiiiefs,: ^which- lie pre&nbies 3&;ahJh- 
iiiUiUe rent)C($)r.fi» all doulMs and diffigoltipiiba. 
this fubje^ij yet'tilL he^hasdisisd zvaahecxAot-- 
liMi, by Irfawb -we, may: :certiioly Jbbdv ,1^- 
oriilic ctmfiiqucaees ; of ' a&ioiu, v^SiaMuhA. 
T9PxA to ju^lby noodiertiBafi.^.drif&adJe 
nik of j^icyi abd QpiDioa.:.8ee 0.7401 c^'fl- 
nMgjbt pur^'this rcfle£tioa^ Were 'I notafiaTl. 
of being fufpedted of ibndly attemptiiig'.'tGbdib* 
fturb our Critic's high fatjsfiiftion, by undermi- 
ne, W p|ptfj-ln|rpotibc£s. iStttldcdiite.ibch 
aj^ anfi^end^ |Nwt'; and &rjtfae:fi>tiire ffaa^ Ictase 
hJQft to dw^f^o^tneni: of Ids own imnibatkab- 
agd: expn^wj ; aiid. coi^iiie my^^io'ithe 
eiE^minatidn'jeif ill* «iiiure& cf the jiob}c Au- 

tW. ■ :■■■> i ■■ .: '■ '''■ ■ • • 

, SsGT, \V,A Hb conforcfi him m tUs fedlSoo 
fi^Jaying a:|]i:ec;uious£[}undation, andtMray» 1 
ii)g.the cftufcy- of virtue. The chai^ I .under- 
tad.j bat. me reafcn of it,, whkh hsinnne'* 

diately 
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4iitfdijr^veixd&»'tB.4a:nniimiatdlig3de^.-f^ bet 

Sect. V. This fe&hn is confecratcd to the 

-iSftciT/^^ (fi^ijBmEHr: ill. ills ijf) p: A0inAis^ 
t|iat?^sAiitlMiriha3-nQt<ii»^o>'Ourobl^atip&tfy 
vwtuc )^ tu3^:[iac^ulariu^iaBeat;: vrh^eas hei 
hascialKiiatel)! {Kcvedkinfais inquiry by thslQ< 
4igiiiRi«iD«v:iw» 'Tibtt erari^auttj is Wer.the 
Qbii8i^w«f£tal(^finoe-,:ottkbaaGial&^^ 
'Hi/O^MSiifti rtfi^ .tfae.g«mial;flqBftitubqa:of:.tf» 
ipuKJlrxif ;:ttlaniiwll!n'^!i<n39yi^ bf.slr^xi^- 
dl^KHfokidii ncoefitiy tt> diis .^pjpiaefs. ;: ^ 
tkn'fn^astid jmtidntj;^Sy ui'the main ankaft, 
fttwaa^lo;tQ::iAir£xteffr^iintersft: or^ ^to^fiun: 
up the whole in his Lordlhip's.>aWL iyisrds» 
" that virtue is the good and vice the ill of 
*V'OV(iy,il«M.-- -" -'■■ ~ .7';i .'■; -'. . -■-■.^ L.',. 

- I fhftll .h«nt ^ib&rrevthst'hrofion tHronrsa' 
cloud oyi^hisEAuthor's roefyvng,. By rggefentjns ' 
mimy afrhi&.pro&ircd J^mxnuats 3nd.arg;unieritF,^. 
as" If th«y jswrfe. only mcUentai' obferitatjons. or 
f(WC4d,.i<»iccfiipns.' :£i}r'^esampk>.innpjafj4.-' 
hpftys ^iwhic Writffa hatli.aJlowodrflif.kind-. 
nefs or love of the moft natural fort be Jnuoo-K 
d^te, it is undoubtedly vicious : which is one 
of his Lordfliip's arguments to pr ove the nec ef- 
fit^ oF a'due IJalancc in the affeiViOTs! And in' 
pi'itf^i ■heVnHs this" ft'cohcefflon-tflfoi/'that 
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he affitim the pecosptirai of raocai exodloice t» 
be as really plealant and.dellghtiii], ss theiptr- 
ception of natural heaaty^ order,' amd har- 
mony. • 

Sect. VII. He ceiifiircs Him .fof affiitfling; 
that the uniform cxercife of the public afl^dtions 
is the only fcEurce of happineis' to evmyindivi. 
dual; and that the private ai^edions are by no 
means a foundation'-fiH-privatehai^nals: tins'' 
ejctrava^nce he condemns, as; if his Amhor^ 
meant to exchide the -meaner gratifications of 
life entirely oat c£ this happineft of the virtuous. 
WheteaE, among other »guments m ;&vour of 
virtue, hisLordfiiipinfiOs lai^y.in hisin<^uiry 
on its happy efficacy in refjwa of inferior en- * 
jojmients^ And this argument he himielf takes - 
notice of; but accordi^.tohi£ ufual artifice c^Is- 
it a cmcsffian. 

He gives us, in p. 179, a quotation fr<»n his ' 
Author, which, he fa)rs, ieems to imply, that 
the moft' obdurate eikldtvoursj to get rid of the 
force of moral beauty, ace ine&Sual and vain? 
whidi is diredly contrary to the true meaning 
of the pai&ge, viz. That if the beauty of vir- 
tue does not charm and attrad us, fome in£u'ior 
and falfe beauty will, as that of grandeur, titles, 
honours, &f . 

In 



* The rame unfairneb Mr, Bnwn hath {hown towirdi 
fcveral Auibors, whom he mentions occanonally : parti- 
eularly towards the ingenious Author of "Thi PUafitrts tf h 
inatitii, a Poem. See p. 95. 



' In his X%4 Tp4 he ({uoCes put 6£ an admira*- 
1^ BafiQ^,'in^the,£flay.i(Htwit. and humoBT; 
^^fign of V^bich is, to Jnailcttean;unift»mi 
4dher«iK0> to virtue fropir this coniidcration," 
tStiat :lhc jnjibry . and vcutioOt that attends an; 
ioAEHilitocy <^cot>du£i, and^fludifating betwixt 
VJcttfe taadivkeiiiB grcatoc tian even that, mhach 
siQen^s « -pdEwde \aad . thorough wicl«dne(s.: 
^(jtuslMr^jgryuw produces as a. confimuttion of' 
his pwaa/^rtioii, f that where ;dic felfih. or 
* malevolent afie^ions prevail, there can be no 
^ int^mat ajotive or natural obligadon -to virtue.' 
Eiccetlent reaTonJng in truth ! He quotes alTo a 
chapter in ^rnan -f- for t^ 'lamo purpose,, the 
fiibnaqoe cf ^hich is dus iirttdentul caution. 

. Be not like children } who urc fond of cveiy 
npvelty, And are eaOly diverted ftom any piir- 
fttit, when % new ol^eft access, their ^cy. If 
th^ &c a play a<^ted they are for beii^ adtors : 
i£ they hear fiddlers, they want:a fiddle ; and if 
tb^ fee a, company of £>ldiers^ they are all ibr 
miUtary accoutreinents and fighting, fie not 
ypu fuch apes : fix one. plan <(» life ; but count 
the coft, reckon upon, all the difficulties of It, 
^kc m exadt account of the. good and evil im- 
mediately attending and confequent upon, it; 
dnm the balance, and if after fo mature a de- 
liberation you are Satisfied with the plan, purfue 



■ t Ntntte acriarei merfia funt inttrmiffk libtrtatisy piam 
rtUwttef Civilii etrtt funi acrierti, lampu tt taufam ftmt 
imralli. 
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it ihaBil^witb tdiqjnitrifpul'knf ^igbt i <&at 
to tben: ini^btfifjmptiitn^, a'cotfillslMKatti 
unifiiriiii^in iliftnir aCtiohfa $kiJd^iKii Ibttfc' 
goodanlilad b^ittaria; nhd«l%itxit otAfUptjir 
oocafiois; 4{ Mt. Amw^'iMrrt^idieoHgMC 
a^aiii)>i4%, Wiiikher,y«U'iftiUttii|tte, thndw 
amaiacs, *wi3re 'OS ttbA^ &ftke ^^pkiioar -^^fiA Ibnva/ 

of' indi&zta^Jto 4hei'h(ippUie<<>^-aiMiki(^ 
wliedtilrjti»^Jbe'caiifi(lliin;id vinia^ i4wf ' '^ 

. .1 •;;! !;;iO .:) '; !::■. -q ■ r/j!: ,;:,:; ;■ '.■ i .. : ' 

for iliaiiilBiqing 'tHil' «U-4(lf&UIHy «f Cdi«ie>i 
eniCn drqtbe aiOfdl1iiil(lt,"ii)'all'nKn i<oiiidB«ef 
theffl'ta the ooiiftlQri^^iteuif'vlaw. ' IMf 
on the contrary he often pathetically * laments 
tfaciafadicietvcf «N^de&titt>^'^lial-~iiioral pivi- 
cipl(;imi!liihmfliM~<K»k>MMe»iin(i;a»eiigihai!( 
the mac'tcSuii'iifgmaitsa'^'^saim^ feyiri^ ' 
feriot xnd'ie'fc l>iiS»<r!(6ltf diot!«:!r.' ' :H& indeed' 
fiipjroTesan iben <to1i»« la -cwpaeiiy-'Gf'- nrtue> 
and IE they tove mot^iAlrv &»«(»' not tUthe' 
argymelnts and itxdtiiw^yoticaxi'p^faly irivenVy 
IKS. th&Ugheft pioniill^ of t^ppin^ both M 
this and a fatiire-H^oiid, 'Ct<ri ewe f ive th^ 
that cufacaf, or mikisttlim '^ktaoas in tiW 
leaft. : -: ■■ ■■^■' ■■ >■-■:■ ".-/'.' - ■■' 

■■;:• ii ■ ;• -.>^ : ; Sect.' 



II jfrr. Lilx 3. C. 1 5. •'• n in arffaWM »>a>, It oyaSor ■ UJW, 

CompsTtf *iih ^w. Cli. 3,"V. J5. I wouTd ihou'wert cold 
or hot, that is, Declare fiacersly and entirely for virttte-.or 
vicel' 

• 'E. G. In a palTage which Mr. Brswn quotes' tjIsliM 
It fcSion. 



t 25 ], 
Sect. IX. In this leflion he charges his 
Lordlhip with' decrying the hope of futdre* 
reward, as utiworthy of a man, as mife-' 
Table, vile, and mercenary. Whereas his, 
XiOrdfhip's rcprefentation of the fubjedt is 
really this: The merit of aSing from the 
hope of future reward, depends upon the 
notion we have of that reward. For ex- 
aniple, if our hope be that of a Maho^ 
metan paradife, it will naturally cheri^ 
thofe fenfual propenfities , which alone it 
promiies to gratify ; and fo may be in dan- . 
ger of infeding the temper. But if our 
hope be of fuch an happy kintl, as to in^ 
elude " the love and dsfire of virtuous 
*' enjoyment, * it is not derogatory to 
** virtue : " which his Lordfliip exprefsly 
aflerts in Mr. Brown'% quotation in p. 216. 
But of this more In our 35 p. 

I ihall only add under this ledlion this 
quxre, relating to Mr. Brown's 2 1 1 p. 
Take away adoration and gratitude to the 
Supream Being, and the other parts of devo- 
tion, which are neceiTarily included in them, 
D out 



* That ist fuch enjoyment as cannot be relHhed . 
iritbout a virtuous difpcnition : wlucb, I bopcf tHo 
leader baa a better talle tban to think, as our Critic 
tbinks^it, an uoiatelligible nfinsmcnt. 
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out of religion ; and what remaiiis of Ho- 
blenefs and .dignity will there be in rell^ 
gion? 

, Sect. X. This lediloh contains aii ntiVy 
charge againft the noble Aiithpr, namely, 
that he throws an odiurii oh thit hielh^ 
of rcligioas difcipline , caHed catechMhg. 
But the catechiling his Lordlhlp difdpptdves, 
it exprefsly that, which ihftfls metafhyfic^ 
points of faith into tender miHds : dnd hd 
plainly recommends a method of 'Infirffdilohi 
namely, fuch as may teach ydiiiig rierfdns 
the knowledge of themfelves, the grekt end 
of their lx;ing, and wherein their fupt^ittA 
felicity doth naturally coniift ; and fiich, in 
ihort, as may teach thcih the moft Ufefut 
doftriries, (not by rote ihcrely, but) in thfe 
jnoft ufefiil hianner, by giving them an Ih- 
fight into the reafons and kind defign and 
excellence of thofe fiimimary precepts Snd 
divine laws; which ougHt'to determine them 
in their conduift, and be ihe leading prliicl- 
ples of their lives. And this, the reader will 
cafily fee, is implied Jn the detached {iaflkge, 
even as it Hands in Mr, Brown's quotation, 
in p. 230: v^ich compare with -ouf-^j 
page. • 

But I am weary of Hit triflii^rcmarln^ 
Whidi 
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V^ck my fubjeft has forced .^e lo; and 
want to reljpye myfelf and reader from t^is 
JAfipid ^d di&greeaWe tafk : which I canpot 
hfttpr do, than by tranfcribipg what foljows : 

' . ;■ ■ " Thpugh the appearing diforders in 
*?* the prefcnt coijrfc of thingB, hoU ever ib 
ff itrongiy againft virtue, and in favour of 
f* y'fcp, thp ot^aion, which arijes hence 
ff ?gainft a Deity, may be eafily remoyei^ 
f- aa^ &t right again on the fuppoial of a 
••* /fjtare flj^. This to a cbriiUan, or onf 
" already j:oiwinced of ib great a point, i^s 
ff fufficicitt to clpar every darfc doud o^ 
ff prpyidei^cc. por he neetjs not be oyer- 
f 9iid-4boye follkitous as ^o th^ fate of 
f* v'ifpic in tbis world, Vfho Is 'fecure of 
-" Hjereaiter. But t^ caifc is otherwife as (9 
" thjC people we aje here to encounter. 
** Th^ are at ^ lois for providence, aq^ 
-*■' feejt to find it in the worid. The a^- 
,«« grav^tion of the appearing diforders ip 
■" worldly affair?, and the blackeft reprefeg,- 
*^ -tation of ibciety and human nature, w^l 
" harc^y Ijelp 'em to this view. 'Twill Ije 
" difficult for 'cm to read providence jn 
" fuch cJbjiraQErs. From fo uncoipely ji 
.** face of itliings belovir, .they will prcfunjp 
** to think Ain&vourably of alj above. By 
" the cffcils they fee, they will be inclined 
D2 " to 
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" to judg? the caufe, and by the fate of vJr- 
" tue to determine of a providence. Bat 
*" being once convinced of order and a jwo- 
" vidence, as to things prefcnt, they may 
*' fotm perhaps be fatisiied even of a future 
" ftate. For if virtue be to itfelf no ffflall 
" reward, and vice in a great meafure its 
*• own punifliment ; we have a folid ground 
" to go upon. The plain foundations of a 
*' diftributive juftice, and due order in this 
" world, may lead us to conceive a further 
•' building. We apprehend a larger fcheme, 
*' and eafily refolve ourfelves, why things 
" were not compleated in this State j biit 
" their accomplifliment, referv'd rather to 
" fome further period. For had the good 
" and virtuous of mankind been wholly 
" profperous in this life J had goodnefs nevet 
" met with oppoiition, nor merit ever lain 
" under a cloud j where had been the tri- 
" al, vjiStory, or crown of virtue ? Where 
" had the virtues had their theatre, or 
" whence their names ? Wher^ had been 
*' temperance or felf-denial ? Where pa- 
*' tiencej meeknefs, magnanimity ? Whence 
" have thefe their being ? What merit, cx- 
" cept from hardlhip f What virtue wJth- 
*' out a confiift, and the encounter of fuch 
" enemies as arifc both within, and frorii 
« abroad f - 

" But 
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« But as many as are the difficulties 

f whkh virtue has to encounter in this 

*' world, her force is yet fuperior. Expos'd 

". as (he, is here, fhe is not however aban- 

** don'd or left miierable. She has enough 

** to raife her above pi^, tho' not above our 

" wilhes : and as happy as we fee her here, 

" we have room for further hopes in her 

" behalf. Her prefent portion is fufficient 

** to ihew providence already ingaged on her 

*' fide. And iince there is fuch provision 

** for her Here, fuch happinefs and fuch ad- 

" vantages even in this life ; how probable 

" muft it appear, that this providential care 

^' is extended yet further to a fuccecding 

" life, and perfea Hereafter!" 

. See Ch. V. 2. P. 275, 6. For thcfc, kind 
Reader ! are indeed die words of That Au- 
thor; who, according to Mr. Brown'& cen- 
fure, * teaches only a vifionary, irrational, 
' and dangerous Philofophy } who decries the 
< fffolpeft of future happinefs and mifery, 
' as an ufelefs principle ; who attempts to 

* ridicule and diihonour religion in every 

* Ihape, and denies it to have any good in- 
' fluence upon men.' 
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Aniw4Pvb*5ioijs upon Mr, BrowfiV 
Essays jm fb^ Chaaacteris-" 

TICKS. 



Anjmajjve^sions »/»« ESS4-Y ^I, . 
On revealed religion and CSirifiianity. 

Sect. I. T T IS firft feftion is fo &U of 

X \ pure inveftive, that it oifcrs 
not the leail; argument to pur animadverllon. 
I iball only obferve upon the eoafufed Ve- 
prefentation ; wt^di in his 7.43 p. he -hae 
^ven us of the noble Au&or's icHtimentE } 
that his Lordfhip is not fpealdng of Chrifti* 
anity, when he is ejrpreffing his entire cg«i- 
defcenfion to his fuperiors : as Mr. jSro^ca 
intimates. For the conn€<aion and refe- 
rences plainly fliew, that his Lor<khip is 
Aere ipeaJcing of fuch doftrines, as werfi 
fupported by pretences only to qiiraelee and 
infpiration, and of thofe holy rites, thofe 
diftinguifhing tenets and myiterious points 
of faith, which are by law eftabUlhcd, and 
have 
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Uc^ the fxndUoti of tadaai coondlfi ^ thd 
temper akMl-authrarityof which (He fays) 
f&ky t>e judged of by that bf later fynod& 
ibal mtKkni eonvocatiotifi. See Vd. 3. p. yo, 
71. aiial the pa&gefc thent i^&tted to t 
where notwithAanding Mr. Brovm's cenfure 
ef luB Aitdlra-'s broken hints and ambiguous 
capi^bnS) He clearly Ani ItiUy dditers h/k 
ftmbnents upon theft ibt^&Sts ; and in ilidt 
a -way tooj as is pcrft^ly confiftem both 
whh a decent regard to tlic cwil AuAofky, 
and tiie ixpHdt declaratioli, which at otheir 
tknes fad naakesi, in hvow <^ Re^'ektion. 

HisLordfhip fays of lum&¥, mVol, 3. 
p. 70. " that he ^s as tittle a Jb«f)tic in ihe 
" Tiilgar fenfe of that word> as he is Epitu- 
" rmt or atheift. And agam. As to whit 
" relates to . revelation in gbneral, he profef- 
" fes to believe, as fot as is poffiWc i<x 
" ariyonCj ■*ho himietfhad flevar experi- 
" eiictd jaiy divine cdmihanicatioft, whether 
*' tiy ^eam, 'vifion, apparition <a other fu- 
" pcrnatural operation j nor was ever pre&rit 
w as eye-witnefs of any fign, prodigy, or 
** hiirflcle whJatfoevflT. i^ in Vol. 2. 
" P" 33^' Chriftians have a far better and 
** truer revelation (dian the Heathens or 
" Jews) They have plainer oracles, a more 
** ratioiial taw and cl&arer fcripture, carrying 
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" its own force, and withal fo well dtteAod' 
'* as to adnut of no dlfpute. And further/ 
" The * cxaGt time, when miracles might, 
" have ceafed, protrably was, when Saoed 
" Writ took place and was compteated." ; 

Since Mr. Browtt has reprefented his Au^ 
thor as an enemy^ to natural as well as re' 
vealed religion : I beg leave to ^ve one quo^. 
tation more from Vol, 3. p. 224, 5. " Since 
" man is fo conftituted by means of his ra^ 
** tional part as to be confcious of his rela" 
'* tion to the Univerfal Syftem and Princi- 
" pie of order and intelligence ; he is not 
" only by nature fodable within the limits 
" of his own fpccies : but in a yet more ge- 
" rierous and exjenfive manner. He is not 
" only bom to virtue, friendflyp, honeily 
" and feith, but to religion, piety, adora- 
" tion, and a generous furrender of his 
** mind to whatever happens from that Su- 
" pream Caufe or Order of things, which 
" he acknowledges intirely juil and per^ 

« fea. 

" Thefe (continues his Lordfliip, frill 
." fpeak- 



* See Dr. Middliien'i Free Inquiry ; where this Tea- 
ment of his Loidffaip is well fupportcd by that Ingenioua 
Writer. 
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•* ipeakiDg of himfclf ) arc our Authdr'd 
*< ft»-anl and grave fentiments: wliich, if* 
•* tiicy were not truly his, and fincerely 
** efponfcd by him, as die real refult of" 
*' has bcft judgment and underftanding, fae 
" would be guilty of a more than common, 
** degree of impoAurei For according to 
" his own rule, an afeded gravity, and 
" ie^ed ferioafne^, carried on through 
** any fuhjed in fuch a manner, aiS to leave 
*' DO iniight into the fiction or intended 
" raillery, is in truth no raillery or wit 
" at all : but a graft, imnioral, and illiberal 
*' Wfiy of abufe, foreign to the character 
" of a good writer, a gentleman, or man 
" of worth," -'-*' — - This admirable paf- 
Age of the noUe Author ftrongly expreUeth 
an utto* abhorrence of the b-oken hints , 
the ambigitons cxpreiHoos, the fly iniioua' 
tions, dark irmuoodcn and ludicro^ferious, 
with which Mr. Brown has dared chaige 
his Lordfliip: who thiereby gives his in-> 
tetii^nt reader a hcAd challenge to find 
any foch infiances of unfairness in his wri' 
tif^. And whether he has made good 
his Charge, we now proceed to examine. 

SicT. H* He here reprefents his Authoif 

M denying a (late of future puni£hmcnt } 

and in confirmation of this cmu-ge, quoted 

E a paf' 
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A paflage in Mtjc. 3. ch. 2.' In which "are 
feveral inftruftive and moving pieces of mo- 
ral painting. I could wifli his Lordfliip's 
imaginary charafters in ftate had been on- 
ly imaginary, when they were drawn, and 
without original in real life. Having pa- 
thetically fhewn, how common it is for' 
men to fin againft their profeffed and real 
principles , or judgment of their minds,- 
through a wrong and vicious Tafte and cor-' 
rupt difpofitions of the heart : * he ob- 
ferves that in fuch inftances even cgnfcience, 
or the religious argument of a future pu- 
nilhment, is likely to have but little influ- 
ence. For, difdaining to be thought like 
their credulous inferiors, fuch perfons are 
apt to ihew, that they look upon- the pious 
narrations no better than children's tales. 
Or the amufement of the mere vulgar. 
This Mr. Brown interprets, as if his Lord- 
fhip, while he is only defcribing others, 
meant to deliver his own fentiments. As 
well may he fay, that when he defcribes 
Certain Suitors to power and Traflicfccrs of 



* This Mr, Brcun has quoted in his 323 p. imme- 
diately after cenruiing his Lordfliip for maintaining the 
AU-fuiEcicncy oi^ the moral Talte. 
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inward worth and liberty, he means to 
fidcribc himfclf. 

Mr. Brown fuppofes, that it is with a de- 
fign to difjprove a future puniihtnent ; when 
' his Lordfliip obferves, It is malice only and 
not goodnefs, that makes us afraid. But 
he is not then fpeaking of the particular 
cafe of finners, but of religious men m ge- 
neral ; who will find great fatlsfaftion in 
the principles of true and genuine piety : 
and while they have right apprehenfions of 
God, believing him to be fo good as to . 
exceed the very beft of us in goodnefs, 
can have no dread or fufpicion, (fuch aa 
the fupcrftitious naturally have) to render 
them uneafy : for it is malice only and 
not goodnefs, that can make us afraid. 
And thus to recommend a truly orthodox 
fiiith and found religion , Mr. Brawn ! is 
it not really becoming the philofopher and 
patriot, the lover of his country and man- 
kind? 

■ Neither can his Lordfliip be juftly fup- 
pofcd to intend any objedHon againft the 
doiSrinc of future punifliment; when he 
obfertes, that provocation and offence, an- 
ger and revenge are neceflarily excluded 
■ a Being, which is perfeft and univerfal. 
E 2 Since 
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Since perfe6: goodnefi, with ' which thoA 
human weakntfTes are incpqipatible, wJU 
itfclf difpofe the Deity to punifli vice. 
This obfervation indeed his iLordfhip docs 
not make in this letter j becaufe he is wri- 
ting upon another fubjeifl : but it is agree, 
able to what he has advanced elfewhere* 
For in his Inquiry he obferves, which cor 
Critic has quoted, that a> man may pu» 
tiiih without anger ; and that vice begets 
a confcioufneJs of ill de(ert> both with re« 
ft)eft %o God and man. And again, he 
iays, " The jwinciple oli fear of future fu^ 
*• nijhment and bt^ of future reward is 4 
*' great iadvantage, fecuri^, and fupport 
*' to virtue." Let the reader compare this 
laft obfervation with the 250 and 252 p« 
of our Critic, where he fays, that accoroU 
ing to Lord Shaftjhurys Scheme, religious 
fear is fuperaunierary and uTelefs, irratkmal 
And groundlefs. Once more } in one of his 
tetters to a young Mao at the Uaiver£^| 
his Lordfliip has thefe words j — — " 'Tis 
*' there alone, that we have need of re- 
*' courfe to Fire and BrimAone, and what 
" other punifhment? the Divine Coodne& 
'< (for our good) has condefcended to thrcatk 
*' en us withi where the force of thofis 
" arguments, dr^wa from the reafon* and 
« ex. 
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« excellence of God's laws, cannot prc- 
** vail." 

So that the observation, £" is malice cafy^ 
and not goodnefsy which can mah us ajraid^ 
is plainly juft^ as it is applied by his Lord- 
ifbip to religion in general j although tike 
all other general oblervations, it admits of 
an exception, and may not hold true, when 
applied to a particular cafe which his Lord- 
fhip is not confidering. It ift furprizing 
therefore that it has been cenfurtd by that 
able philofopher and divine Dr. Butler ^ xm- 
der whofe authority Mr, Brown ( for hc 
fcldom fees but with the eyes of Others) 
is glad to fhelter himfelt The Doftor 
uii^t have obferved, that his own fenti- 
ment concerning the certainty and reafbn 
of divine punifhment, is clearly and fiilly 
exprefled m the paflages I have juft quo- 
ted, and m^ny othn's. And I am the 
rnore furprized at his mifta'ken and unfair 
^nfure on account of the good acquaintance 
with the noble Author, as well as the 
judgment, fM;acity and candour, which He 
elfewher? di^vere in alt his excellent wri- 
tings, 

Sect. JII. To fliew that his Lordfliip 

. means to invalidate the credibility of Gofpel 

Hi- 
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iHiftory, he in this {edion produceth a quo- 
tation from Mifc. 2. Ch. 2 ; where he iays, 
that the beft Chriftian now in the world 
is but a fccptic chriftian. It is remark- 
able, that Mr. Brown^ like an honeft cri- 
tic, has cleared this aflertion of all diffi- 
culty by obferving, that by fcepticifra his 
Author means any evidence, which comes 
Ihort of demonftration. And it is in this 
fenfe alone, that his Lordfliip calls thofe 
Chriftians, who beiiig deftitute of the means 
of certainty, depend on hillory and tra- 
dition for their belief, fceptic Chriftians. 
Methinks however, that he fliews more 
than fufticient refentment for his Lordftiip's 
ufe of this epithet : which, if cuftom fo 
plealed, might well exprefs the rational 
foundation of a chriftian's faith, viz. exa- 
mination, judgment arid conviction. 

In his 260 p. Our Critic fpeaks, as if 
his Ixjrdfhip maintain'd, ' That human te- 
* ftimony is infufficient to fupport the crc- 
^ dibility of the fcripture hiftory.' Where- 
as there is no fuch aflertion in all the Cha- 
raiterifticks , but frequent aflertions there 
are of the contrary. Thus when he is re- 
commending the ufe of criticifm and free 
examination in religious fubjetfts': His Lord- 
fliip iays, " It is to this Art we owe the 
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" recovery of letters in thefe latter ages.— . 
*' It is to this Art, that even the.facred. 
" Writers themfelves owe their higheft 
" purity and corrednefs. So facred ought 
" the art itfelf to be eileemed, when fronx 
" its fupport alone is formed that judicious 
" and learned ftrength, by which the De- 
" fenders of our holy religion are able fo 
" fuccefsfully to refute the Heathens, Jews, 
" Scdlarians, Heretics, and other enemies 
" OT oppoftrs of our primitive and antient 
" feith." Pleafe to obferve his Lordfhip's 
expreffion, primitive and antient faith : it 
is not the holy- myfteries of our religion. 
A diftiniftion this, which is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to a right underftanding of the Cha- 
raderifticks. 

Our Critic cenfures his Author's Dia- 
logue in Mijc. 5, C. 3. and objeds ' that 
' while he pretends only to prove, that . 

* the fcripture cannot be a foundation for 
' uniformity of opinion in all things j he 
' hath thrown out fuch infinuations as evi- 

* dently imply that there can be no foun- 

* dation for believing any thing in the Gof- 
' pcl-Hiftory.' Where do fuch infinuations 
lie ? When the Sceptic or polite Scholar 
is objeiling againfl the wild projedl of re- 
conciling differences in opinion ; he urges 

the 
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the difficulty of finding ft fu^cient rule* 
that fhall have but one intetpretation ; and 
that the rule of Scripture itfetf muft be in- 
fuflkient to this purpofe, 'till the whole 
dmftian World are united in their fenti- 
ments concerning the queAion, What wri- 
tings ought to be received as icriptural ? 
And is this reafoning, Mr. Brofum ! un- 
Tyorthy of a Chriftian? Has any man or 
body of men a right to determine that que- 
ilion for others, fo as to oblige tbem to 
^ve their aflent and confent to his or their 
determination ? Ought not every man on 
the contrary to ufie his own judgment t — ■— 
But the fceptical Gentleman is foferfrom' 
infinUatIng the incredibility of any tlung in 
the Gofpel-HiAory } that he advances not 
one lentiment, which is not fupported with 
^he Authority of two Great Divmes of our 
Church : — nay, he exprefsly fays, " The 
•* firft holy Meflengers, brought with them 
" their proper teftimonials in their lives, 
'* their manners and behanour, as well as 
'< in powerful works, miracles, and fi^ 
" from above." Is this, Mr. Brown ! the 
language of an unbeliever f 

I fliould be furprized at Mr. BroviTC% 
wide interpretation of the paflage quoted 
in his 270 p. but that it was nece^ry in 



■oflb^Googlc 



[4- ] 

order to give him an opportunity of arraign-' 
ing his Author's fagacity and good fcnfe, 
The paffage itfelf is a plain declaration in 
fevour of revelation, alTerting " The colla- 
" teral teftimony of other antient records 
"' to be one good argument or plea againll 
** that natural fufpicion of vulgar fceptics, 
" that the holy lecords themfelves* were 
*' no other, than the pure invention of an 
*' interefted party in behalf of their own 
*' rich corporation." 

Sect. IV. Our Critic here charges his 
Author with a contempt of miracles in ge- 
neral ; whichj he fays, his Lordfliip deridee 
in the expreffion, The mockery of miracle!. 
But this expreffion cannot be found in all 
the Charadterifticks. In the Mifc. Mr. Brown 
refers to, his Lordfliip fpeaks of the mock- 
ery of modern miracles, and of other pre- 
tences to miracles and infpiration in for- 
mer ages : and this he does in a plain and 
exprefc contradiftinftion to thofe figng, pro- 
digies, or miracles, which in the fentence 
immediately preceding he acknowledges, 
and mentions as recorded in Holy Writ.-^ 
Error fliould Ijp expofcd with calmnefs, but 
this palpable inftuice of diflione% and 
flandcr, Mr. Brown f well merits our ab- 
horrence. 

F Th# 
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The great principle of the enemies of 
chrifKanity, which our Critic has given Us 
in his 272 p. and affirms to be the foun- 
dation, which the noble Writer builds upon, 
is neidier in ftile nor fentiment agreeable 
to his Lordfliip's elegant manner. Neither 
docs He . any where maintain, that miracles 
are not any proof of a revelation, as he 
affirms: but exprefsly aflerts the contrary, 
in the paflage Mr. Brown refers to ; the fub- 
ilance of which is this : " He that is not 
*' induced to believe in God by the con- 
** templation of the Univerfe, its laws and 
" government ; will not be convinced by 
*' any miracles : which cannot in themfelvcs 
** ascertain the moral character of the pow- 
*' CTS, by which they are effected ; nor of 
*' c€Hsrfe the true intention, the infallibility 
" and certainty of whatever fuch powers 
*' aflert. But to whom the laws of this 
" univerfe and its government appear juft : 
*' to him they fpeak the government of one 
** Juft-One; to him they reveal and wit- 
** nefe a Cod, wjd laying in him the foun- 
" dation of this firft faith, they fit him 
: " for a fubfequent one. * He can then 
" hearken 



• St. John, C. i+. v.i. Te belirue in God, believt 
alft in me. 
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** hearken to hiftorical revelation j and is 
" then fitted, and not till then, for the re- 
*' ception of any meffage or miraculous 
" notice from above." Is this, Mr. Brown! 
affirming, that miracles are no proof of a 
revelation? But that in this paflage wc have 
the real fenttment of his Lordlhip, is ma- - 
nifeft, becaufe it is delivered by one of the 
perfoQages, who fuftain the fceptical or ob- 
jcdling part, and are allowed by his Lord- 
fliip not to be over-tame and tradable in 
their di^fition. SeeVol.3. p. 293. ■ 

'Tis fomewhat pleafant to obferve of Mr, 
Brvwn, immediately after, having indulged 
himfelf in a fit of virulence againft his Au- 
thor, how eafily he falls into an hximble 
imitation of him, as far as his underftanding 
and genius will permit. Thus after having 
inveighed againft Him, as firiking at the 
very bqfis of all revealed religion^ partly to 
vent his ipleen, and partly perhaps to hide 
the pious fraud; he adopts his Lordihip'a 
fundamental principle and reafoning con- 
cerning miracles: " which if they be figns 
*' only of power and not of goodnefs, will 
" not, his Lordihip fays, procure truft or 
*' credit for the powers by which they 
" are effeSed," This refledion, Mr. Brown 
even while he would difl*emble, betrays his 
F 2 ap- 
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flipprobation of, by purfuing it at large j and 
Shewing, ' that miraculous or fupcrnatural 

* effedls are no otherwife a difplay, proof, 

* or revelation, of the Divinity, than as 

* they are evidently fubfervient to the ends 

* of wifdom and goodnefs.' Again, his 
I^rdfhip fays, " The Contemplation of the 
" Univerfe, its laws and government, is 
'^ the only means, which can eftablilh the 
" found belief of a Deity." Mr. Brown 
ecchocs in thefe words : ' Mankind arc con- 

* vinced of the Being of a Gcxl, by a union 

* of power, wifdom, and goodnefs, dif- 
' played in the vifible creation.' His Lord- 
*. fhip fays, " He that is well-grounded in 
^* the firft faith, (namely the principles of 
" natural religion,) is fitted for the reception 
" of any m^age or miraculous notice from 
'■' above;" is ready to receive any meffage, 
that is confirmed by miracles. This in- 
deed is a ftep further, than our Critic ex- 
prefsly goesj who feem? to pay no other 
regard to miracles, than to common and 
natural effefls ; and will needs fee the 
aiSual fubfcrviency of the miraculous or fu- 
pcrnatural effeft to the ends of wifdom and 
goodnefs, e're he will accept the meffiige : - 
whereas his Lordfliip being convinced of 

a Deity, is willing to receive the meiSge 
barely upon the Teftimony of the conco- 
mitant 
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mitant miracle; and does not fufpend his 
aflent, till he has difcovered the ends and 
ufes of the miracle, but is content with this 
fimple one> "viz. that it is wrought in con- 
firmation of the meOage. So that, I fear, 
upon examination Mr. Brown hirhfelf will 
prove the greater fceptic of the Two, 

His Mifreprefentations crowded fo thick 
upon me in his 7.72 p. that I had like to 
have paflfed over his afpcrfion. That his 
Lordmip derides our Saviour's miracles in 
particular, as if they were mock-miracles. 
When his Lordfhip obferves, that our Sa- 
viour's miracles cany with them a certain 
feftivity, alacrity, and good-humour, fo re^ 
markable, that he looks upon it as impof- 
fible not to be moved in a pleaiant manner 
at their recital: is this denying the reality 
of his miracles ? Is a hiftory the lefs credible 
for having fome humorous and facetious paf- 
fages. See yobn, ch. 2. v. 10. Does this 
jocular faying of the Govemour invalidate 
the Evangciift's hiftory ? Or mull every one, 
who thinks it a pliant faying, be there- 
fore an unbehever? Muft a ChriAian read 
without tafte, or renounce his profeflion? 
Would you then, Mr. Brown ! improve 
upon the Methodift's prbciple, and fey, it is 
4 lintofqiUe? 

Sect, 
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Sect. V. Oar Critic's cha-ge againft his 
Author, as afferting, that the foundera of' 
chriftianity were enthufiafts in the vulgar 
fenfe of that word, is not fupported by 
any exprefs quotation : which his candid 
reader muft excufe ; for indeed there is no 
fuch affcrtion in all his Author's writings. 
On the contrary, his Lordfhip condemns 
the objedion, brought by the n:ialiciou8 op- 
pofers of early chriftianity, who attributed 
the Apoftles Gift of Tongues to the power 
df new wine ; I fay he condemns this ob-- 
jefllion by calling it a fophiftical one, which 
word in his Lordfhip's ftyle always conveys 
a mean and contemptuous idea. 

Mr. Brown conjedtures, that his Author 
defigns to deftroy the credit of fcripture- 
fK-ophccy in his letter on Ehthufiafm ; and- 
that He believes, or affefls to believe, the 
ilory of a man's fpeafcing Latin by the fole 
force of imagination and enthuliafm. Sure- 
ly never did an inverting glafs fo dirc6Hy 
mifreprefent objeds, as our Critic's brains 
do his Author's meaning : which is folcly 
to expofe the prevailing fuperftition and en- 
thufiafm of his time. 

Sect. VI. Our Critic feems entirely to 
mifunderftand his Author's notion of a reli- 
gious 
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gious EftabUfhment, which is plaitly dus: 
That to the end of maintaiaing a public 
Form of RdigioA, it is fofficient that the 
Civil Magiftrate prefcribe apd countenance 
one, encourage it by his own example, and 
invite thofe who may aflift in it with tno~ 
■derate offers : without injoining a conformity 
to it under fevcre penalties, or any way vio- 
lating the rights of private judgment. And 
this fentiment was very proper to pacify 
thofe warm and jealous friends of theCon- 
iHtution as they pretended : who moved for 
violent meafures againfl DifTenters j and with 
the firebrand of that fashionable Cry, The 
Church is in danger ! would have fet the 
nation in flames. And his Ijordfliip's opi- 
nion is verified in the ex,perience of thefe 
happy times : as will appear to any one, who 
compares the State of the diflenting intereft 
in former times of perfecution, with the 
State of it under the jurefent . mild and to- 
lerating Government. We have found that 
the moderation and voluntary indulgent^ 
of the executive Powftrs has heightened that 
fociable and complying fpirit, which his 
iordfhip reprefents, by the ilory of his tra- 
velling Friends, to be naturally prevailing 
as well in religious as in other matters : and 
that it has been very affifling to many fen- 
lible Men, in their endeavours to reconcile 
them- 
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ihcmfelves to fevcral untoward conditions 
of their admittance into the eftablilhed 
Church : fuch Men, I am fpeaking of, as 
from a certain ealinefs of temper are won 
by a gentle invitation ; bat being fincerely 
in the intereft of Liberty, would neverthe- 
lefs in all probability have fhewn a different 
fpirit, had they been compelled with an air 
of fevority and force. 

Mr. Brown's next charge againft his Au- 
thor, is, That he represents Chriftianity as 
of an unfociable temper. But when his 
Lordfliip in his Letter on Enthufiafm con- 
demns " that new fort of policy, which 
" out of a fupernatural charity has taught 
*' us the way of plaguing one another moft 
" devoutiy; and the projeft of uniformity 
" of opinion, which is become the chief 
" care of the magiftrate:*' What a ftupid 
or perverfe Reader muft that be, who either 
ignorantly or knowingly calls this an in- 
tended afperiion upm Chriftianityj which, 
his Lord(hip cxprefsly fays, obliges us to 
fhew benevolence and charity towards all 
men, and in particular towards our fellow- 
chriftians, our neighbours and kindred of 
whatever degree. 

In his 3 2 1 page our Critic charges his Au- 
thor 
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thor with a contnuUdUon within the compafs 
of ten lines : let him read the paflage again, 
and he will find th& miftake to be his 



As to that pa£&ge in the Soliloquy, quo- 
ted in iVIr. Brown'% 323 pag. there is no 
neceflity for fuppoiing that his LordAiip 
intended to throw any fufpicion upon our 
holy religion, as it is in the Gofpel. I am 
pcrfuaded, he meant to cxpofe the prevaJl- 
jDg inaccuracy and negligence of tliofe in 
his time ; whofe' duty it was to corre<^ and 
purify the notions of mankind, concerning 
their beft felf-intereft, and the happinefs of 
heaven. There is indeed a propriety and 
addrefs in reprefenting heaven by common' 
and ienlible allufions.^ For what fo likely- 
to gain the attenticm of the mifer, as die 
found of riches ? What fo likely to enfkme 
^e heart of the ambitious, as a crown and 
kingdom ; or that of the epicure, as exqut- 
fite and over-flowing pleafures ? ,-But when 
by this honeft art of condefcenfion, they 
mve once gained the ear of fuch perfons, 
diey ought gradually to undective them, and 
rc<aify tfieir notions and defircs of happiriefs, 
in imitation of the holy and inf^ired Preach- 
ers : who, on purpofe, to prevent our mif- 
conflxusabn, have interwoven futh circum- 
G ftance* 
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fiances with their aUulions, as plainly dK 
flinguilh heavenly enjoyments from grois 
and meaner things, and fpeclfy their fpiri- 
tual nature. Thus the treafur?s in-heaveq 
are fuch as moth and ruft doth net corrupt, 
and thieves cannot break through ^nd ileal, 
The prize, we are encouraged to ilriv? for, 
is fure to all and incorruptible. And the 
pleafures of heaven are eternal, and fpiri- 
tually discerned j difcerned by thofe only, 
yfho ar? fpirituglly inclined, and are pot- 
leiTed of good and virtuous difpolitions.— — " 
That thefe arc the Sentiments of his Lord- 
fliip, is evident from many pai&gcs, I have 
bad qccaiion already to quote froni his 
Charafteriftipks ; and will be more fb to 
any one, who reads his prefiice to Dr. 
fFhitfbcot's Sermons, For his Lordfliip 
there recommends it tp the pyblic inftruc- 
tors of mankind, to convince them of an 
happinefs in virtue, and of the purity of the 
reward in heaven, which is not different in 
fort or kind, bnt chiefly in degree, froni 
that immediate hgppineis, Speaking of 
fiirillianity, his Lordlhip fays, It is a reli- 

§ion, where love is chiefly enjoined ; where 
le heart is cxprefsly caHed fcr j and th^ 
Qutward aftion without that is difregarded ; 
lyhere charity or kindnefs is made all in all. 
Then He cenfurcs thofe, who fo explain the 
future 
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future reward as to degrade the principltf 
of good nature, and hereby exclude all Wor- 
thy and generous diijwfitions, all that lovd 
iand charity aqd affeaion, which the icrip- 
ture enjoins ; and without which no adtion 
is lovdy in the light of God or man, or 
in itfclf deierving of notice or kind re- 
Wardi 

Our Critic ccnfures his Author's Obfer* 
vation in VoK I. p. 99 and 100, viz. That 
the virtues of private fri^ndfliip and love of 
pur country, are nt^ particularly enjoined 
in the Gofpel, nor e^refsly enforced by 
any pofitive rewards. But this obfervation 
is not exprcfly deUvertd for an objedtion 
againll ChriAianity : atid ought not to be 
tJtiderilood as one, nor as any infinuatioh 
asaiaSt it, any more in Lord Sbaffjhurjit 
man in out Learned Biihop Taylor, or any 
other of our Chriftian Divines, who have 
madetheiameohlervation: Efpecially iincehis 
LordiW obferves further by way of apology 
for chrinianity, that whatever rewards are re- 
' Icrved for th^ virtues are baffily concealed 
at prefent. And in what follows, his Lbrd- 
flxip fcems, not to deride the Gofpel, but 
to rally thofe miftaken and narrow Chrifti- 
ftns of his time, who by a mifappllcation of 
Icriptore thought to difengage themfelves 
G a . from 
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from the obligation of frienifhip and public 
fpiritedners. See our 48 p^ at the bot^ 
torn. 

Sect. VII. As to <he retreat of th^ 
Ifraelites from Egypu his Lordfliip obicrves^ 
That it can fcarce be fiud in reality, from 
what appears in holy writ, that it was voluti'- 
tary j and that .the biAorians c^ other nations 
have prefum'd to aflert, diat th^ were ex- 
pelled on account 'of their Icprofy. With 
what reafon can it be faid, that his Lordlhip 
here prefers the hiftory (^Tacitm and Jufliii 
to that of Mofes j when he only mentions 
their account in a point, which his Locd- 
fhip thought that Mofes had cot clearly de- 
termio'd. 

In his 350 page, Mr. Brown fcems not 
to underfland ms Author's meanings in his 
reference to St. Z,aif's Prefiice,. w^idi I ap- 
prehended to be, that his Words, {tit^t 

intimate, that it was wholly of his own mo- 
tion, and not by any fupematural Jmpulfc, 
when he undertook to write his hiflory : and 
that he wrote according to his own natural 
judgment. 
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Jn his 35JI iP«ge» Mr. Brovm kitimate^ 
^tiiis Author xknies the tnfpH^cm ofy<jfefi^ 
and the divine authority of tin: Mo&ii: Di£^ 
|cn£aion. But die <xnftire is widicat ^isnn- 
4atiioii : For his Xjordilup only e^jbnnes^ 
chat y^pit gaiii'4 PbarMh'» faroor % iMit-< 
dcnng t^ £gy^iafts in the inter|S!ctsti6n of 
dwjune. fim m to the power, by Which 
he .did {q^ whether k vras natura'l -er AqRr-< 
oj^urol, be is intirely £kint. 

And in die cdifervations, whldi he mdcesi 
at die Gonclufion of his A(iv-ice to an Au- 
dxM', ooncerncng the comkid: of the yesoifi 
Leaden and P^fHe towards the Canaamtesi 
his Lordfhip does not c^ in ^ueftion God's 
authority, who undoubtedly has a right to 
cotnmiiTion, whom he pleases, to execute 
his jadg^adRts : And He is only xonfider- 
ing, what worth and merit the Jews therein' 
difcover'd ; - whidi. He observes, was not 
iijch as naturally excites our eiteem and 
admiratioi). And it muil be owned, that 
^ merit of a legal executioner is not u£ed 
to be highly rated. 

In die 3d Chapter of his Lordfliip's 2d 

mifcellat^ is illufirated this propolttion; that 

moderation or an indulgence given to the wit 

' • and 
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ftnti humour of men by allowing ticm a &e* 
inquiry into things, is corrdborativc of reli- 
gion, and promotive of true .Faith j fuch as the 
magiArate efpouies or countenances^ and that 
if any thing be more availii^ to this purpole 
than a perfed moderation, it moil be a tho- 
rough Perfecution; which contrary piethods 
are incompatiblej and if blended tt^ether, 
would mutually defeat each other's inten* 
tions.— — And His muft be a random head 
indeedi who cannot fee this to be the de%a 
and meaning of his Lordfliip, in the firft part 
of the Chapter, and particuliirly in the Story 
of the travelling Friends; which, iince Mn 
BroTOB judjcioufly calls a Farce, if it be. not ' 
too much trouble, let hJmfelf explain, who 
arc the Dramath Perfona* 

The noble Author has obferved, *' that 
« afFeftion and love, which procures a true 
" adherence to a new religious foundation, 
" muft depend either upon a real or coun- 
*' tcrfcit goodnefs in the religious Founder* 
" Whatever ambitious fpirit may infpire 
*' him; whatever favage zeal, or perf^uting 
*' principle may lie in refcrve, ready to difr 
" clofe itfelf, when authority and power is 
" once obtained, &c" This oUr Critic's fa* 
gacity fufpedls to be an inlinuated chai|;e 
againft our Saviour. But his Lordfliip is . 
there 
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there exprefsly fpeaking of the common 
pradice and artifice of many fefls : Out of 
whofe charity and brotherly love come fteel, 
i5re, gibbets, rods, &c. This arbitrary an4 
forced mifapplication of yours, Mr. Brown / 
is one inftance among many others, already 
expofed, of flagrant calumny and inJuAice, 
wnigh nothing can eifcufc, 

As to Davids dancing before the ark, the 
noble Author, before he mentions it, ob- 
fcrvcs ; " That if the Jevnjh Princes a6l:ed 
*• in reality according to the inftitutlons of 
" their great Founder j not only mufick, 
** but even play and dance were of holy ap- 
" pointment and divine right." I wonder 
that Dr, Leland, in his quotation of this paf- 
fage, fhould omit the conditional part of it } 
and therel^ give it a quite dif&rent turn. 
Take the paflage, as it lies \ and his Lordfhip 
feems to intimate his opinion, that they did not ' 
therein a£t according to the institutions of 
their great Founder : And this is fufficient 
to clear him from the imputation of defpi- 
iing the Difpcnfatipn itfelf of Mofes. If his 
Lordfhip has made a miftake in his reprcfen- 
tation 01 Davitts dancing ; it is certainly fuch 
^ one as a writer might fall into, without any 
great pr^udicc. And it is well, that the 
learned 
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learned Do^or has fet the aifair in fuch a, 
religious light. 

Neither ought the noble Author to be 
«har^ with dcfigning to expofe the fpi- 
rit of prophecy in general; when he intimate* 
his fuJpicion, that the prophefying fptrit, he 
there mentions, had nothing of a liipematii*; 
ral influence : Since the Do<3:or himfelf ex- 
plains it in the foifo only of praile ajtd dunk- 
fulnefs. 

As to his Lordfhip's reprefentation of tfae- 
ftory of the Prophet Jimab : I do not find- 
that hts expreflions, low as thty may feem^ • 
ase at all beneath the ideas that Jonah ap*- 
pearsto have bad of CJod: And if he meant 
to intimate, that fome parages in ihis hiAory, 
and feveral other parts of fcrij^urc, a;* to be 
parabolically underAood ; He ha£ the coih- 
currenee of Mr. Brown's own Opinion. 

Since our Critic cenfures his Author's ita-^ 
timents concerning certain myfterics of reli- 
^n : he ought to have been mace definitive 
and intelHgible upon this fubjed. Heou^t- 
to have inquired, what his Lordftip calls 
myfteries : by which he does not mean thofe 
ways of providence, the reafon and ultimate 
delign of which are indeed myfterruus and ' 
hidden 
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iludden from us ; but fuch abftrufe doifbine^j 
as are fpecified in Vol. II. pag. 359. One 
might have expected Mr. Browi to explain 
^lefe doffarines, fo far at leaft as to Hlew that 
they are not contrary to reaibn. &ut it feems 
h« {tfudently chofe to decline Ihe arduous 
taik : He diole rathep to flourish aiid bran- 
difli in the air, than enter into clofc fight 
with reaibn and common fenie. Perhaps 
he was jealous, as indeed he had caule to be 
Jealous, of a certain inconfiilency in tbof6 
wonderfully fublime and inexplicable niyfte-^ 
rics with tte pure fimplicity j which he af- 
terwards juAly celebrates as a great excellenca 
in the lacred Writings. 

Btct. VRh As to thisfcdJon, 1 have pre-' 
Vented myfdf, and obviated Mr. Brown's 
charge againfl his Lofddiip, as condemning 
And difcarding die composition aild fimple 
Aile and mtfnner of die holy Scriptures : and 
ihall only obferve, that he ipeaks with refpe^ 
of tbofe *' ihort and fummary precepts and 
" divine lawS} delivered to us in poHtive 
" commands from our Sacred Legiflator< 
"^ Tis our buiinds, (cbntmues his LordOiip 
" in one of his tetters to a Voiing Man), 
" and of all, as many as are raifcd in know- 
" ledge above the poor iiliterate and laborious 
*' ^Igu, to cxphin as iaft as poflible, the 
H " rcaibni 
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*' reafone of thofe laws ; their cbnfeift wi^ 
** the law of nature^ 'thdir ifaitaWencfs to Sow 
*f ciety, and to the peace, happiitefs aiid «n»- 
" joymcnt of pariclvcs." * 

Sect. IX. i (hall 'otily add 6pori rfiis. hiA: 
Bedion of Mr, Brown, that his chWge agzirift 
^is Author, as fpeaking (Jonte^^uoufly-ttn^ 
bitterly againft thp minrftdrs of ;dM:=G^«r^ 
and particularly the ETrgJtJh Clergy, is lw;^/> 
(ind groundlefi. 'TIS true rnieed tkat^-Hd^ 
'tlains of the ^' far greater pajt ajid notft'ba^ 
" of that Body of Clergy called 'die Churdh 
^' of England, who no more gfteem >diji^B^ 
" felves a Protpftant Church, qx m Hinittt 
" with thofe of Proteftant Communion ; tbo' 
■'* they pretend to the natnc '-of Chriffidh, and 
'" would have us judge of the fpirU ofChHtr 
;** ftjanity from theirs: ^ich Ood ptweitti 
^' left good men fbould in 'time foffakeChck 
" ftianity through their means." An^ *aB 
there not in his l^ordlhip's -time occafibii for 
fhis complaint? CoOld He fpeak too meardy 
of thofe, who being emplqred by ifce 'PubT 
lie to officiate in holy 'things, were givefi up 
'^o voluptuoufncfs pnd indolence, ^ho de"-. 
giiid^a 



• Does his -LonJibip appear Mr. Brevim ! to.haVfe an 
pxtreme contcpipt of c^ Vulgar^ or be uncofi^o'd % 
jficir welfare i , 
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^mdbd leirtiing, dK9»iF^d all ratlosal ku 
fi^aary 'aad fi^doiii of tbou^t^.^md z^loufly 
|*cadbed mp the treafooaible -do^kuiq of paA- 
five -fjfcedience , ftntj , j»o»-riefiftanpe ; ' w)ip . af- 

kaad by tbeif >^vig> ani iJ|efiHi:5)^ijpifp pre^ 
tenfioDs to at^eaid tftttW^cyy-ovet^fi^m^ r% 

of grace and &4<)ijr.ir<»«i'ai^e> ^^>1}:^ 
aotfi, tfcatiaK-ip'tt^r to >(^in .or forceftbciuT 
IpcrAitioaa* imtOjiMXJmiilicitafldi^iirerifbiiii^ 
&>B to iimi^Jgr ,tx>wer ? 3ttt, In condetmung 
&cfe iaea» : did hie Lordfhip TcoBefi; Hpoft th« 
lDrix^.fidd^^.>the Clergy ? No, Mr, £rMuq/ 
bc.not'fo^^e to your.ftate^ni^y astpai^ 
ft. His lMs6ikttp A'equentLy Ipedlcs ^1 ;Qf 
yonr Ordac, -and the iaftitucion of p^e^x^iqg ; 
finfl In wery%mphaucal terms in hie Pttefac^ 
to Dr. Wbitcbcof^ Sermons. And in ^U. Jus 
Writings makes honourable and refpedtiful 
mention of our TiHotJom, our Barrows, our 
On/If agworths, our Harnmonds. 

To conclude, we fee from Wr. Brown's 
continually falie quotations, mifconftrudions, 
and pretended Infinuations of the noble Au- 
thor, that in his great piety, he has not fcru- 
pled to employ ialfc witnefTes, racks and tor- 
iur^Sf and all the other arts of an holy inqui- 
Htor 
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ifiar ^gakll i aiaasalt Whom be it ictef* 
tmnedtoprooMinceguilnr. And ire fee alibi 
dut the writliigs of Lord Sicfifiitfj, whichj 
if this iflqmfi^-edTOettB for rcligjob had 
foum amti te M>4M| ad ignonnce, might 
WMnUybe burnt (wlbthands of the eommoa 
sangiWii) (for VUtkA onld beexpedied 
ton UaSam^peteMftn? wiiich, without 
the letft legod todeMoordi jafliee, bteatfae* 
ftch fatMi fatf tffaiA the Ihade and im» 
Moctillv rlorioiis memory of the noble Aa> 
ifaar:} 1 &y, theie iniraiMble writings, upon 
«juft and accurate examioatico, appear ele^ 
ftiindy ts illuflrtte, and cftabtilh upon the beft 
foundations^ the great principka ta Truth and 
Freednm, Virtue and ReU^n both Natural 
and Revealed, ss well a$ to give the judicious 
reader tn univerfal Tafte for what is truly 
excellent in all the ingcntous Arts, and So* 
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